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THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE: SAINTS RESTORED. 

As soon as the Book of Mormon was translated, the Lord sent his 
holy angel with the holy priesthood, which was conferred upon men; 
thus fulfilling the saying of John: “I saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, &c.” The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, was soon organized according to the New Testament 
pattern—with apostles, elders, &c. This was done on the sixth day 
. April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

The saints immediately began to contend for the fuith once delivered 
to the ancients; and as they were engaged in prayer to God, and ex- 
ercising faith in him, the heavenly messengers often ministered unto © 
them. The Lord poured out his Spirit in copious effusions: some saw 
heavenly visions, others prophecied, and the sick have often been 

healed by faith in the name of Jesus—for surely the religion that was 
once enjoyed by the ancient saints is restored. __ | 

Notwithstanding the powerful opposition that has been exerted 
against us, the work has prospered. Men of coyrage have embraced 
it, and have been willing to lay down their liyes in the cause of God. 

It has been ee in most of the States, and also in Texas, the 
Canadas, England, Scotland, and Ireland, with success. And in the 


course of its progress it has gathered in many thousands, who are now 
rejoicing in the hope of a glorious resurrection, and reign with Christ. 
hus the Lord has commenced his great work in fulfillment of the | 
prophecies, and we trust that it will roll ‘on till all nations shall hear 
the sound, and the way is prepared for the second coming of (/hrist. ° 
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17 THE LORD'S ENSIGN AND THE 


THE LORD'S ENSIGN AND THE RESTORATION OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. | 


“ All ye inhabitants the world, and detallers on the when he 


ENSIGN on the 

_ Tue word ensign si ga flag, or a standard raised to denote, 
not only, the perfect otganization of an arm me but their spirit and 
determination. ‘Therefore, “we infer from the above quotation that God 
‘was to raise an ensign in his own que time, which would not only be 
an omen that he‘had organized his-church with the proper officers ; 
but that the time had come for the gathering of his long dispersed 
‘covenant people, and the restoration of their eats on unto them. 
This subject is treated with indifference by many who profess Christi- 
-anity, because it is considered one of minor consequence to us. But 
_ we trust that we shall be able to show from the bible, before we 
conclude the subject that it is one of major importance to all, and 
that our * future welfare, prosperity and salvation, depend upon an 
of the same. But farther preliminaries we deem 

unnecessary at present’; | mecraneg: we will hasten to the field of 


ophecy. 

ak ree the prophets have p prophesied of. the restoration of the House | 

of Israel, is i Ce by all; but the time when, and the manner | 
in which this work will be accomplished is the point at issue. We 
infer from what.Christ said, that he offered to gather them ; but they 
would not. (See Math. xxiii. 37.)..The disciples supposed that 
Israel would thered, and their kingdom restored to them, in 

their day ; but Cc rist informed them. of their mistake: “ When the 
therefore were come together, they asked of him, sa ing, Lord, wilt 
thou. at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel! And he said 
unto them, it is not for you to know. the times or the seasons, which — 
the Father hath put in his own power.”—Acts, i. 6,7.. This is as 
mntchras to say that this work was not to be done then ; but reserved 
some future age, which was not wisdom for them then to know. 
Yhrist said, this should not take. ce until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled: «And they shall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
be led away captive into.all and Jerusalem shall.be trodden 
of Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”~Luke, 
4 ae 24.. Christ in consec uence of the wickedness of the Jews, took:his 
| from them ané¢ gave it: to the Gentiles ; « and according to Paul, 
tha lindness was fe until the fulness of the Gentiles 
not, brethren, the e should be ignorant of this 


os ig come : “For I wo 


Igyatery, that bliddness in part until the fulness of 
“the Gentiles be come in. all srael shall be saved;.as 
turns 


re shall come out of Zion the deliverer. angry 
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RESTORATION OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. re 
come; therefore, Israel is not yet gathered; neither ist 


Some have attempted to makeit appear that thie 


fulness of the Gentiles has reference: to their conversion to the. 
Christian faith ; but we conclude that the fulness of the Gentiles is 
their destruction, and not convertiong.4 ‘The falness of nations, or of 
time, is often mentioned in the bibleg- but. i reference to their 
instance, the the land of Canaan to 
am,’ a posterity ; t could not possess 

it until a certain given time, because the’ fol the Amorites. had 
not come.—(See Gen. xv. £6.) When their fulness came, their over- 
throw came also. When thé Jew#by their corruptions had rendered 


themselves unworthy of the ératles of God, and were ripe in iniquity, — 
destruction came upon them;"and the few that were not slain were 


scattered among the nations of the earth. But more- “of this as we 
trace the subject. 


This Deliverer spoken of by Paul evidently has an sibusion to the 


= work of God in general, in the last days—the ensign of God 
the gathering of Israel,&c. 

nkoun a wept over the fate of Israel, and the darkness that 
hovered over them ; but while the prophetic vision rolled before their 
minds, they saw the day when God would. set his hand the second 
time to gather them upon the land of their fathers. We will now 
examine the prophecies in rotation, and learn what each pra 
has said upon this subject. 


The aed to as : “And I will: give 


unto thee, an seed after thee, the land wherein thou arta stran- 


r, all the land Canaan, for an everlasting sion ; and I willbe © 


their God.”—Gen. xvii. 8, David says, that this promise was renewed 
in Isaac, and confirmed upon the head of Jacob; therefore, the House 
of Israel were the chosen seed: hence we must: look for them to 
return to their lands, or else consider:this prophecy false. = = * 
David has said much about the gathering of Israel ;—we shall now 


quote a few of his sayings: “Oh that the salvation of Israel were 


ity of 


come out of Zion! When the Lord bringeth back the ca 
his a ae er Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.”— 
lludes to their, gathering in the last days? for wrt the Je 


from the Ba jlomish’ ca salvation did not come 
out of Zion; neither was all the House 5 of Israel gathered at that time. — 


Again, it was not fulfilled when Christ and. oe apostles ‘were on the 


eafth, because Jesus said, “they should b ied captive into all na. 
tions,” and not gathered from all nations at hat time. But David 
speaks as though’ salvation, or a Déliverek, come out of Zion, 
‘and be tha means 6f. bringing ‘then book? offi this captivity. 


. synonymous with what Paul says, Which we have 3 
Deliverer: shall come ‘out ‘of: Zion? ‘David ‘mentions 
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LORD'S ENSIGN AND THE 
there and have:it in possession. The seed also of hie ser- 


| it ; and they that love his name shall dwell therein.” 
Ps; 85, 36. Of course if the cities of Jadah are built again, 


-some:of ‘the Israelites will return in order to do it: “Lord thou hast 


been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity 


‘of: Jacob. Thou hast ge the iniquity of thy people; thou hast 
covered all their sin. ah. Thou hast taken away all thy wrath; 
ahou hast turned thyself from ‘the fierceness of thine anger.” —Ps. Ixxxv. 
1-3. Some may think strange that the above is spoken in the past 
tense. To this we say, that 1t was common for the prophets to speak 
in the past, and present tenses, of things in the future: for instance the 
Lord said to Abraham: “I have madeithee a father of many na- 
tions ;" even before Isaac was born: “ For unto us a child is born, 
and unto us a son is'given.” This latter quotation is a prophecy re- 


lating to the birth of Christ; but hé was not born until several hun- 
' dred years after it was written. Indeed, we cannot always determine 


the time of the fulfillment of prophecy from the tenses of the verb; 
therefore, we are under the necessity to determine the time of its ful- 
fillment from the tenor of the subject, circumstances, and conditions of 
the work, or — to whom it relates. | However the Psalmist, al- | 
though he spoke the above in the past tense, before he leaves the sub- 

ject: places its’ fulfillment in the future, and gives an outline of the way 
that it shall:be brought about ; for this purpose hé says: . “ 7ruth shall 
spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from 


_heaven.; Yea the Lord shall give that which is good: and our land 
shall yield-her increase. Rig 


teousness shall go before, and shall set 


him [israel] in the way of his steps.” The above as we have stated 
in: @: r number of this work is a prediction of the coming forth 


__of the Book vf Mormon; and it is here connected: with the subject of 


. the gathering: -hence it was to be a portion of the work of God to 


thi@apostles, because 


turn ungodliness from the House of Israel. 7 


now noticé some of the of Isaiah upon this 


subject ;—speaking of the gathering of Israel he says: “ And he will 


_. Jift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from 
‘thévend of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly.” 
—#¥.26. This does not allude to the establishment of the gospel in 

~ therdays of the apostles; for it is said the Lord’s people shall be 
 galthered; bat then they were scattered, and Jerusalem was thrown 


dowii,'and the épostles themselves were driven from place to place. 
Furthermore he says this ensign was.te be lifted up from far ; that is, 


@ great distance from Jerusalem where he'then resided : hence it can- 


applied t6 the work of God in the days of 

«waa-then preached to the Jews first. 
Tndeed, it: most unquestionably: alludes to the coming forth of the 
Boskof: Mormon, the restoration of the holy priesthood, the organiza- 


tion Of the church, &c.,-or in other words the ensign, or banner of 


not, with any propriet 


the Lord; that was-first exposed to view in the land of America: for — 
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he describes it, as heno 
off. Isaiah is also very ject in. the xi chapter of 
his prophecy: “ And it the Lord 
_ shal set his hand a the second time to recover the remnant of his 
which shall b from Egypt, and from 

ros, and: from Cush, and from and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. «And he shall set up an en- 
sign for the nations, and shal} assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather to we the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 
earth. envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adveréaries of 
Judah shall be cut off :. Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah 
shall not vex Ephraim.” 4. 

Now when the Lord set his hand the first time to deliver* Israel 
from the Egyptian bondage, and restore them upon the land of Ca- 
naan, he done it by making Moses.a prophet, and by giving revela- 
tions, and empowering: Moses to’ werk miracles, &c. But the point 
at issue is when did he, or will he set his hand the second time to 
gather them from their many places of dispersion? It certainly was 
not fulfilled when the Jews returned from Babylon; for there were © | 
‘none that returned then, but those who were numbered with the tribe «” 
of Judah; and they were not gathered from the four ‘corners of the a 
earth ; but from Babylon, and the adjoining nations only. And no 
one that is in possession of his reasoning faculties, will attempt to say, 
that it wasdone at the time Christ was on earth: for then, instead of 
their being gathered, as we have before said, they were carried away 
as captives into all nations. Therefore, we must come to the ‘coma. 
sion that it is a work for the nineteenth century, or some subsequaae 
one. We infer from this prediction: “ And he: shall set up an: i. 
sign for the nations,” that the Lord had in his own min&, 
ive revelations, raise up holy men; 
r yo ro for it is said, than he shall set his 


but that there are yet! of the 

that ever have been since the wor 
terly destroy the ton 
shall he shake his hand over the river, and shall smite 
seven streams, and dry-shod. And there’ . 
an for the remnant of lis pégple; which ‘whale: be from. a 
the dof “The 


its 


Thus we discover that the ideas of many societies, who profess Chris- 
tianity, and who say that there are to be no more revelations;miracles, © 
&&c:, and thet there was to be renewal of the goapet dispensation, 


* 
time, he done it, as we have before mentioned, by raising teous ».* 
» 
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of in other; Words:no ensign raised other than that which was in the 
days‘ofthe tpostles, falls to the ground null and void: and as the 
portentous @louds of superstition remove from the horizon of our 
minds, end the prophetic writings open to. our view, we are more and 
more confirmed in the belief that the sectarian efforts to convert the 
world by sending Missionaries among the heathen, and to the Indians, 
are entirely useless; because God has said that he will do his work 
 im:his own'way ; but their ways are altogether different from God’s 

way that the prophets have described, and also that the Lord has yet 
one of the most majestic and powerful works to do that. he has ever 
don®. . ‘Surely, the prophecies must be fulfilled, though professors of 
religion should be mistaken. We will now examine the xviii chapter 
upen this subject: “‘ Woe to the land shadowing with wings, which is 
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: that sendeth ambassadors by the sea, 
even in vessels of bulrushes upon the waters, saying go, ye swift 
messengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a people terrible from 
their beginning hitherto, a nation meted out and trodden down, whose 
Jand the rivers have spoiled! All ye inhabitants of the world, and 
dwellers on the earth see ye, when he lifteth up an ensign on the 
mountains; and when he bloweth the trumpet hear ye.” That the 
residence of Isaiah was in Palestine no one disputes: therefore in or- 
der to comprehend this saying it is necessary for us to imagine our- 
selves standing on that land, and then look in the direction of Ethiopia 
(consequently West,) to find a land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia. 
‘The North part of Africa, or the Barbary States were anciently called 
Ethiopia. Theland of America is the only land that will answer his 
_@esecription. However we opine that an improvment in the translation 

6t. Ahe above may be made with propriety, which will throw much 


‘hore light upon the subject. 

We read, or translate it thus: 

Ho! toa landin theshadow (or symbol or the appearance) of wings, 
whichis beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.” Now it is probable that he saw 


bark of it was used to make ropes and sails for ships. covering and 


P uis land in a vision, and indeed, whoever will look at the map of 
4 . North and South America, will discover that they are very much in 

., the shape of the wings of a bird: hence he breaks out with the inter- 

4 jection, *‘ Ho! to a land, &c.,” and then predicts what shall be done: 

>.  »  Phet-sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of xoi papy- 

rue upon the waters.” Historians say that us was a flagy shrub | 
pS _ that anciently growed in the marshes near the river Nile, and that the 

ships. The word vessed in the bible is ambiguous ;: therefore, he 

Li papyrus to signify water crafts, sufficient to escort the ser- 

# Now. reader the subject is perfectly plain; and as the prophetic vi- 

4 sion rolled before the prophet’s mind, he saw first, a land in the shape 
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ef wings, beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, ‘which is the landof America, 
for ay obvious reason, there is no..other land’ in the shape of 
wings beyond Ethiopia. ‘And his‘saying the rivers of Ethiopia, instead 
of the land, places:-the direction ieneabd iately West from Jerusalem. 
Second, he saw that the ambassadors of the Lord should be sent 
from this land; third, that they should be. transported over the sea in 
vessels or ships, of what he called papyrua, perhaps for the want of 
a better term to express his meaning, (fop the present model of ships 
was then unknown.) It is probable that this generation, in the vision 
with all:its works was present before him ; therefore, he saw our ma- 
jestic ships with all their sails set, which looked to him like thesails 
that were anciently made of rus. Fourth he said they should be 
sent from this land to a nation that was terrible from the. ing ; 
_ but hitherto meted out and trodden down. The Israelites werga ter- 
tible people from the beginning; but they have been trodden down, 
and scattered to the islands of the sea, and among all the nations of 
the earth. Thus the servants of God are to go from this land to all — 
nations to proclaim the gospel, and gather Israel. Fifth, he describes 
this land as being the place where the ensign was to be lifted up, and — 
where the wot Ain should be blown first, in the last days. He 
also said, “all the inhabitants of the earth see ye, and when he 
bloweth the trumpet hear ye.” Indeed, the Book of Mormon has 
come forth on this land, and the Lord has sent his angel to confer the 
holy priesthood upon his servants once more, or renewed the gospel 
dispensation, and organized his kingdom, &c., and in a word the 
Lord’s banner is exposed:to view upon this land, and all men are in- 
vited to both see, and hear. This corresponds with what the prophet. 
says in another place, which we have before quoted, “ And: 


lift up an ensign from a far and will hiss unto them from the.end of: 


_ the earth, and they shall come with speed. swiftly.” Some have .en- 
quired, saying, if Israel is to be gathered upon the land of their: 
fathers, why not this ensign be raised upon the land of Canaan where 
the prophets received their revelations, instead of thisland? Answer; 
because the scriptures say, that it shall be done here—on a land be- 
yond the rivers of Ethiopia. Indeed, this.is.a land from whence the 
-ambassadors of the Lord shall go forth to all nations; and imstead of 
missionaries being sent here from Europe by divine direction, the-ser- 


_ vants of God shall be sent from this land. Some of these’ships that 


the prophet saw have already escorted some of the servants of God 
to other nations, and ere long they will go to earth’s remotest bounds, 
It.is the work of Jehovah and he: will roll # forth, till his covenant 
people are gathered, and the way prepared for the kingdom of hea- 
ven. This is the land of Joseph—the: place where Zion. will be lo- 
cated and established for thé Millennium.» The law of Ged shall go 
forth from. this to all nations—the work of deliverance: has com- 


© We shall hereafter prove from the scriptures thet this Zion is to be located in America. 
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be brought unto the Lord of Host 
and from a people terrible from their 


ekiaaivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of the Lord of | 
Host, the mount Zion.” This is so plain that it needs no comment 
«Isaiah in the xl, is t: “Comfort ye, 
comfort ye m people srael] saith your | comforta- — 
bly to i lb and cry unto her, her warfare is * a ished, 
that her iniquity is pardgped: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins. voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert the high- 
‘way of our God.” A simijar prediction to this, “the voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness,” &c., is quoted as having been fulfilled 
in the person of John the Baptist, and it is possible that the above isthe _ 
one that John alluded to; and that he was of the opinion that Israel — 
was then’to be gathered : for the disciples of Christ were of the same — 
opinion; but they were informed of their mistake. However be this 
as it may, the teachings of John and Christ, and the work accomplished 
in their day, does not in the least answer to the description that Isaiah 
gave of the work of God in the latter-days. Isaiah says, in that day 
they shall speak comfortably unto Jerusalem ; but John warned the 
Pharisees of their wickedness, Isaiah says, cry unto her that her 
warfare is over, and that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath re- 
ceived from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins; but Christ talked 
tothe Jews as follows: “ ye have taken away the key of knowledge,” 
* ye pay tithe of mint rue anise and cummin; but ye omit the more 
‘weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith,” “ ye genera- 
tion of yipers how can ye escape the damnation of hell.” “ O that thou 
hadst known in the day thereof the things that pertain to thy peace ; but 
now they are hid from thine eyes.” “ ‘The kingdom shall be taken from 
you, and — to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” “Jeru- _ 
salem shall be thrown down, and not one stone shall be left upon 
another, and it shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” “You shall be carried away captive 
into all:nations.” | 

The Jews have had many tedious wars sigce the time Christ was 
on earth ; and indeed, their warfare is not yet accomplished. Isaiah’s 
prophecy properly, relates to the time when the church of Christ 
should come out of the wilderness; and when the servants of God — 
shall go forth with the proclamation, that the time for Israel to gather 
is come, saying, prepare ye the way for the coming of the Lord: for 
thetime is come for the iniquity of Israel tobe pardoned, and the — 
warfare of Jerusalem to be accomplished. The iniquity of the Jews 
is not-yet pardoned ; therefore, this veice of one erying in the wilder-— 
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mess, is synonymous with the ensign that we have before mentioned. | 
The prophet continues and says: “:And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall. see it together ; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. The voice said cry ; and he said wha I 
cry! All flesh is grass, and all the goodness thereof is as wer 
| eL wet n it surely the people ts grass. grass 
_withereth and the Sacnex fades but the word of our God shall stand 
forever.” This no doubt alludes to the same destruction, which he 
mentions in another place: “ And he shall smite the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” 
—lIsa. xi. 4. Paul mentions the same: “ And then shall that wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”—2 Thes. ii. 8. 
_“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high moun- 
, tain; O Jerusalem, that bringest tidings, lift up my voice with 
strength ; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, behold 
your God! Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong hand, and 
his arm shall rule for him; behold, his reward is with him ‘and his 
work before him.” Christ said to John the Divine, several years after 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans: “ And, behold, I come 
quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be.”-——Rev. xxii. 12, 
Isaiah mentions this work of God of the last days, again in the 
xlii. The first eight verses are predictions relating to the first 
coming of Christ, he then turns.the subject and breaks out with the 
following: “ Behold, the former things, are come to pass, and new 
things do | declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them;” that 
is, things that related to the first coming of Christ were to precede 
those that he after mentions, which were to take place subsequent to 
that day. «‘ Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the 
end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; 
the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.” ‘Let them give glory unto 
the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands. The Lord shall go 
forth as a mighty nian of war: he shall cry, yea, roag; he shall 
prevail against his enemies. I pike Lord] have long time holden my 
peace, I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a 
travailing woman ; I will destroy at once, I will make waste moun- 
tains, and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers 
islands, and I wiil dry up their pools.” Indeed, since the days of the 
apostles the Lord has been silent, or refrained himself from speaking 
to men; but the prophet here says, that when the time should come for 
him to do a great and mighty work—the gathering of Israel, &c., he 
would break the oe and speak from on high, and bring to 
pass the majestic workgor may we not say, he would set'up his ensign 


te the nations, and gather his people from the coasts of the earth. 
The prophet continues the subject and says: “ And I will bring the 
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m galled thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest 
e@verflow thee: when thou 


blind’ by ‘a. way that they knew ‘not; I'will lead them in paths that 
shines not known: Iwill make darkness light them an 
These things will I do unto ‘them, and’ 
the 
tion ; therefore the 


The Jews were once the eae 
ition. is. “Who is blind but my that is, who is 
more blind: ‘than the Jews who profess to be 
indeed, who were once his people’? “ But this is 
spoiled ; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid i io 
n-houses : they are for a prey, and none delivereth + for a spoil, 
and nonesaithzestore. Who among you will give ear to this?’ Whowill 
hearken, andhear for the time tocome? Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and 
‘Israel to the robbers ? did not the Lord, he against whom we have sin- 
ned? ‘for they would not walk in his ways, neither -were they obedient 
unto his law, .'Therefore, he hath poured upon him the fary of his anger, 
and the stren rength: of battle : and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he 
knéw not ; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.” But in the 
| chapter he. spéaks of their restoration. 
+,“ But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Janoly: nd. 
at formed thee, O-Israel, fear not; for I have redeemed thée, I have — 


«the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not 
lkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burnt; neither shall the flame kindle upon'thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy 
bast Ethiopia, and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in 
my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore, 
‘ wall I give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not; for Jam 
with thee, I will bring thy seed from the East, and gather thee; from 


the West; I will say to the North, give up; and to the South, “keep a 


not’back : bring my sons from far, and m daughters from the. ends of 
the gartli; even wierd one that is called by my name; for: I have 
created hig for my glory, I have formed him ; roa Thave made him.” 
Thus we discover that when Istael gathers together, all the saints 
will gather too; therefore, we see the ic ‘importance of spbject. For 
indeed, when the Lord shall - bare His Holy arin inthe’ eyes of 
all nations, and commences the g&thering of iarael from, the North 
_ countries, and elsewhere: then will all other saints prepare to gather to 
Zion; for surely this is a dispensation of gathering, as will be seen 


from: almost eve » of scripture that we have a | 
»The followin lain upon this subject: saith 
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selves unworthy of the blessings of the kingdom of God; therefore; 
it was»taken from: them and given to the Gentiles, and were 
benefitted by it;henge Paul argues that through the unbelief of the 
Jews, salvation came unto: the Gentiles. . But when the time for.gather- 


ing: should come, according to the above quotation, the Lord was to 
lift up his ensign ta theGentiles first, which will make good the 


proverb of Christ: The first shall be last, and the last shall ‘be 
first.” In his day the Jews were first, and the Gentiles last ; but in the 
latter-days the Gentiles will be first, and Israel last. This idea har- 
monizes with all the scripture, and reason that we have adduced. 
Indeed, the Lord has sent forth the Book of Mormon, also his angel to 
confer the holy priesthood. and organized his church, and: in a word 
lifted up his ensign in the midst of this Gentile nation;-and from this 
land, as we were before shown, the ambassadors of the Lord shall 
o forth to all nations. We have often been asked, if the Book of 
ormon has come fourth to assist in restoring Israel, and if God has 
restored the priesthood, for that. purpose, why we do not go and 
preach to the House of Israel immediately, -and let. the Gentiles 
alone? We answer, that according to the prophets, these thi 
amust_be first proclaimed to the Gentiles, and if théy turn a deaf ear - 
to them, then the servants of God will say unto them, as the apostiés. 
said to the Jews: Seeing ye count yourselves unworthy of eternal 
Jife,lo-we turn to the House of Israel. Then all Israel shall be saved 
from the hand of oppression, and be , 
garth to the land of their fathers, with sOngs of everlasting joy—for 
sighing and sorrow shall flee 
_ Again, the Jews in the days of Christ were the last that were in 
possession of the divine oracles of God ; therefore, he first offered to 
them.his kingdom ; but they would not receive it. But now the Gen- | 
- tilegare the last that have been in possession of the oracles of God; 
pe ioly priesthood, &c.,) but in consequence of transgression the 
Lord has taken these oracles from them; therefore it is according to 
the.plan; for God to commence his work among the Gentiles, and 
offer them his kingdom first. For the honest in heart wjll*be : 
ered from.all nations. ‘The following is very plain: «And I will set 
a sign among them, and I will gend those that escape of them inte 
the nations,,'t0 Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal 
and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have mot heard my fame, neither 
have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gen- 
tiles. And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering unto.the 
Lord, out of all nations, upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and 
uponmules, and upen swift beasts to my holy mountain: Jerusalem, 
saith the Lord, asthe children of Israel bring an offering in-a:cleani vessel” 
into the: house of the Lord, And I will also take of and 
and for Levites, saith the Lord.”—Isa. lxvi. 19—21... Th | 
needs no comment; therefore, we shall proceed to examine some 
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lands whither. he had- driven and. I I [the Lord] will bring them 
again into their. land. that I gave unto their fathers.” He then tells 
how this: work shall be brought about: “ Behold I will send for many 
fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and 
from every hill out of the holes of the rocks.” Thus the: Lord will 
do his work in‘his own way. Indeed, he will call servants by reve- 
lation, and send them to gather Israel, and if the missionaries, who 
immediate revelation from God, should happen to do this work 
without revelation, then: the ue phet was mistaken—God has no other 
way. of servants but by revelation. Again, if they should do 
it before the. ’s due time will save the 
answer | purpose, providin can persuade, or compel him 
their way of pe The prophet further adds : 
« For: mine eyes are upon all their ways; they are not hid from my 
face, neither is their init hid from mine eyes. And: first I will 
recompense their iniquity, and their sin double; (that is, they were 
t6 scattered condition until they should suffer the  con- 
dign punishment, for their sin) because they: have defiled my land, they 
_ Brave filled mine inheritance with the carcasses of their detestable,and 
abominable things. O Lord, my strength and my. fortress, andemy 
. wefuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shali come unto thee: cefrom 
the ends of the earth, and shall say, surely our fathers have inherit 
ies, vanities, and things wherein there is no profit.” It is a thing 
to. the Gentile churches 'to.this day to:deny the gifts of the 
i 


irit, and to teach false opinions about the great work God, hat 
we have so often mentioned; but:when “vexes the nations:in 
his:hot displeasure,” and Israel returns to the land: of their fathers 
with: per es, a everlasting joy and gladness: then their childrenshall 
el:and confess, saying, our: have inherited 


lies, and vanities.”" 
"Phe fact that. the Gentiles will come bending’ unto Israef shows the 
all impottance of the gathering : our salvation 
‘we not: say ds an imme: 
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a full end-o of thee but I'will'correet thee im measure, and’ 


Thus we discover’the absolute necessity for us'to be 
Israel. If not; we are’ liable to’ be ¢ut off with those Th 
the sted of’ Abraham all the families ‘of the earth’ 

:‘henee when: they gather to build up “theif ' cities for the: 
all other saints will gather, and be With them 
He ‘farther’ adds: “For I will restore health unto 


heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord ; because they’ call: aa 
outcast, ga ring this is Zion; whom no seeketh: ‘after. Thosteith 
vagain the captivity of Jacob’s terits; and 
ces the city shall be: builded’upon 
shall remain after the manner thereof. 


ays ye shall consides Weehave'often been asked'why we: so 
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‘carried. captive into all nations, (of and ‘the | 
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that: ‘and will maltiply’ them, and ‘they: ‘shall: not be 
fews also glerify them ‘and they shall not be small. 
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out of. the countries ye. 
with stretched! out! arm, ‘and. 


pass: 
you into of the covenant.” 
the-Lord came down and stood: 
mount Sina be plead with Moses and the elders of Israel face to. face, 
ve.an abundance of revelations; so in.like-manner when the: 
gathered.from all parts of the earth in the dar he 
will rule over them with fury poured. out, the clond shall. go: before 
them by day and. the ahining. of a flame of fire by night—God: shall 
go before them and be their rere-ward : for in the wilderness of the peo- 
ple shall be the. grand-place.of concentration, where the Lord :shall 
plead. with them face to face, like:as he plead with Israel face to face 
when he brought them out of Egypt,:and then the Lord will fulfill his 
ise: will make a new labs the House of Israel.and 
with’ the House of Judahff:or to use Ezekiel’s words: “I will 
thera into the bond of the covenant.” . ‘This covenant has not a 
taken effect. with the House of Israel; because Jeremiah says. 
when it does, know the Lord the greatest:to-the 
least of thém, and no one know yo 
for all shall knowhim. 
The xxxvi and xxxvii chapters of Ezekiel are also plain upon this 
subjects bot for the sake of brevity we shall:not insert them now. 
also -mentions:this restoration of Israel in the latter-days: 
= “For the childfen of Israel shall abide-many day a king, 
.  @nd-without a prince, and without a’ sacrifice, thout an:im 
‘and without an ephod, and without:‘a teraphim. “Afterword abel 
|  jgehildrenof Istmel return, and:seek the Lord, and David their end 
~~ shall fear the Lord and his ness in the ‘latter days.” —Ho.: ii. 4, 5. 
‘Amos-also speaks of this.gathering in ve terms: “For, lo, 
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says: “Behold at that time 1 will undo all that .efflict thee; and I 
will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out: and I» 
will get them praise'‘and fame in every land where they have been 
put to shame. At that time will I bring’ you again, even in the time 
that I gather you; for I will make you a name and @ praise among 
all people’ of the’ earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 
eyes saith the Lord.”-—Zeph. iii 19-20. 

_ Zechariah says: “And I will strengthen the House of Judah, and 
I will save the of Joseph, and I will bring them to: place 
them: for I will have mercy upon them’: and’ they shall be as though 
‘Thad not cast them off: for I am ‘the Lord their God, and will:hear 
‘them.’ And they*@f Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and: their 
hearts shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, 
and be glad; their hearts shall rejoice in the Lord. I will hiss for 
them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall in- 
crease as they have increased. And I will sow themamong the peo- 
ple: and they shall‘remember me in far countries: and they shall live 4 
with their children, and turn again. I will brin them again also out Ree 
of the land of ther theif} out o Assyria; and ¥will 
‘bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and place shall ‘not 
be found for them. And he shall pass through the sea with affliction, 
and*shall- smite the waves in the sea, and: all the deeps of the river 
shall'dry up; and the pride of ‘Assyria shall be brought down, and 
the re of Egy tt shall depart away. And I will strengthen ‘them 
in'the Lord; and they shall walk up and down in his name saith the 
Lord.”—Zech. x. 6-12.. might insert, much more scriptare upon 
this subject but we éonclude a/sufficiency is: already’ in- 
serted to convince every believer in the bible that God will gather 
the House of Israel back upon their lands. ‘But some may inquire 
farther with regard to the particular means that ‘God will make use .,. 
of.’* We have already said miuch about the instruments for this work, 
but we will put forth one idea more, and'then close. © = 2 
_ We have before proved that the Lord will set his hand the second time 
to gather’ Israel, and that‘ he will do it in like manner that he brought 
Israel out! of Egypt in the days of Moses; (See again Isa: xi. ' Jer. 
xxxi.’ Ezek. And now we ask, how did he do it'in the days of 
Mosest We will let Hosea answer’ this question: “And by a pro+ 
phet the Lord brought Israel out-@f Egypt, and by @ prophet gas he 
 preserved.”—Ho. xii. 13.' We infér’from the above that ‘when God 

‘sets his hand the’ second time to restoré*his people he’ will: raise upa 

p st. Isaiah’ predicts the following co g this latter-day 


work: And I-wilPtarn ety purge away 
dross, and'take awe restote th ‘jodges 
at the first, and thy’éo vefterward 
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imagina foundation fot: more.. wild, speculative, and... enthusiastic 
notions, than Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, recorded in the ii chapter of 
ox But in our humble opinion there is 
no portion of ‘the inspired. ne more. plain, positive, and explicit, 
than the above dream, and. Daniel’s interpretation of the same... How- 
ever; :we shall investigate the subject without much regard to the 
speculative notions of men. We. have ever noticed in most of: wri- 
tings upon this subject, the evincement of an intense desire to support 
a party at ali'hazards. We have also discovered the foul practice of 


the divines, and commentators upon the sacred scriptures, of taking 


the advantage of the credulous community by handling the word of 
God deceitfully ; ‘spiritualizing such parts as. do-not, in their most 
literal sense, suit their purpose ; but literalizin other parts that they can 
use to advantage without spiritualizing. e consider this a ‘produc- 
tive scheme for the propagation of sectarian principles; but an abomi- 
nable.one in the sight of God. Daniel in the exposition or interpretation 
of this dream is.so plain, and definite in the fixing of times and dates; that 
there never has been any cause for one word of division. whatever : 
and. we trust that -the sequel of the subject will disclose:to every _ 
honest inquirer after truth, the fact that dream_ reaches down to 
generation’ as late as the one now on the stage of nation, and 


inamediately all nations. . 
‘he anid. the interpretation of the same, we not only di 


cover'the wisdom rer isclosing the history of future a 


willingness. to aphold his people in time of trouble, and a 
also manifest that with #ll. Nebuchadnezzar’s glory, and his faith . 


“the mythological works of the Babylonians, and also the high pretentions 


of the: m and: wise men, to the supervatural power of divination, 
there was as doubt on his mind, and -he te itgge the competency. of 
the magicians to interpret dreams correctly. »Hence he issues the 
proclamation that the magicians, and wise men, _— tell him the 


dream, ‘which should be an. evilence the capable 
a was ition 
doing ranked: with the wise 
mes..of Daniel,,and: fellows. tobe 
slain.” -here, that a 
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soveinpntditewes they were willing that others should be ranked with 
themselves.’ when human wisdom was and 
cians be ‘weverity o 
ree, the showed himself to bea revealer of secrets— 
a protector of the righteous—a God at hand and not afar off. This 
revelation: was.a source of ‘consolation to Daniel, and” his: brethren: 
for’it saved them:from being sacrificed to appease the wrath of the 
king’; and the effect produced was the revocation of he eee de- 
cree." ‘Batto hasten. 
Nebechadnezrar after he hed subdued: many of the-nations of: the 
: on, began no doubt to reflect upon futurity, as 
the mind of fave is never dormant, hence during the moments of -his 
we iy, or while upon his bed, it-was a matter of study and reflec- 
of his‘ mind*what should transpire in future ages. This is a thing 
poet to all men, more especially to men-of authority, like: kingst 
The idea of ‘death which strips them of all their earthiy power and 
; fills them with horror, and causes the most: intense reflections 
uring the silent moments. This was the:case with Nebuchadnezzar, 
and it pleased God to make known to’him by :a dream sonie impor- 
tant things of future ages, viz., the four great vaivental (so. called) em- 
ires of the world, and the kingdom of God that shall transcend all 
kingdoms established by the wisdom ahd power of man, and in 
durability‘shall outlast them all, or in other words continue ‘when 
re are ‘overthrown, and their names in a measure. faded inte 
- Daniel when brought before Sbesbedenenie to maki kaon the 
dream, and the interpretation thereof, commences and says: ve ii. 
27:) “ Daniel answered in the presence of the kingy: and; 
cret which the king hath demanded, cannot the wise:mén, the: ‘astrolo- 
gers, the magicians, the sooth-sayers, shew unto: the: kings: 
God in-heaven that revealeth secrete and maketh known’ 
king ‘Nebuchadnezzar what shall bein the latter-days.” Thy:dream, 
and ‘the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these ; (As for thesyO. eS 
_ King; thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come 
to pass: hereafter ; and he shat Tevenleths 00 secrets maketh known to thee 
_ what shall come to pass: but as for me, this secretis not revealed: to 
me ‘for any wisdom: that Ihave more than any the hin their 
ation to the: and that 
end, nage of they heart’) Thou, O -sawes 
‘image. This great image whose brigh vas 
‘before thee, and the fotm thereof was terrible.» This 
‘wasoffine gold, his breast: and ‘bis:arme of: silver, his 
belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of irony his feet part of: iron and 
partefolays: ‘Phou wawest till: ‘thet a 
which emote'the: image feet that were: of jron:ané clay and 
Then 
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silver, the gold; | to. ieces together, and became like the chaff 
of the. summerthreshing s; and thp stone that smpte the image 
became a gfeat mountain, and filled“ tbe whole eartha: This.is 
the dream ;-@ndiwe. will tell the interpretation thereof .before. the 
Baniek interprets this dream as follows: “Thon, king,.art a 
a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kinggom, 

_ power, and. strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of 
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven, hath he — 
given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all... Zhou 
art this head of gold. The reader will-do well to bear in. mind that 
Nelajehadnezzar is here discribed as the representative of the Baby- 
lonian empire: “ Zhow (or the empire) art this headof gold”’ it 
is evident from Daniel and many other prophets that during the rise 

*and fall of kingdoms, four universal or more. powerful than other 
kir s were to arise and flourish at different periods of the world. 
In the above they are not only. represented by | “sy yr form of 
the tremendous image, that stood before.the king : but by the different 
metals of which it was composed, one silver, brass, and iron. And 
we: concur with the prophet that the Babylonian empire, which was 

formerly. called the Assyrian, and which took its rise at a very earl 
date, but underwent something of a: change so that in Nebuch 
nezzar’s time it was.called the Babylonian, was the first universal 


— on thelist... But for the sake of brevity we shall not attempt 
to: be particular.in describing these kingdoms, not even to enter-into 
the field of sone d to particularize times and dates of their 


foundation ; - throw out some general hints upon the . subject, 
i irer may come to a correct. understanding ‘of the time 
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194 NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM. 
a 
for :the. establishment of the kingdom of (cod,—ils prev: ence anc 
Therefore, after setting: down the Babylonian. empire as 
the:first.des in the above. we willproceed.. . 
thee shall. arise another. ferior to thee 
This kingdom y. the-breast and. arms.of image, 
which were of iver. .1tis very well ic 
mueceeded the Babylonian, was the Mede-Persiap... Perhaps. t 
signify two: kings, the one of Medes, - 
whose powers -were united. under: Cyrus; who was the son 
of one of the kings and son-in-law of the other, and who -besieged 
the. Meto-Persian, or the Persian .as it is more .usually. called, 
4 “Persians -having soon. gained the -ascendency overthe Medes. No 
disputes; but. what the? empire Was very 
yer according: to Daniel. it wes somewhat: inferior, or 
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9 gre kingdoms repented by the great 


earth.” ians‘ headed the 
rer Persian known; the dom therefore, 
eede He which was the third great empire, 
wagighe Macedoni Alexander lived to. spread; his conquests into 
Asiay ‘Africa, and. over.much, of Europe, and after his death the king- 
dorm, divided among, four of his generals; but the Selucide of 
Syria,.and the Lagide.of Egypt were the two most powerful of the 
four; hence, some have, advanced the idea, and perhaps not — 
some. propriety, that. they werg.represented by the thighs of 
yet. all.were of the Brazen, Greek, or Macedonian empire. 
we conclude that the Macedonian empire was the third, which also “= . 
represented by: the. brass of. the image. 
“And the fourth Ieingdom, shail. be strong as iron; forasmuch 
as tron breaketh in pieces,and subdueth all things ; and as tron that 
breaketh all these shall it.break in pieces and bruise. ” This fourth 
kingdom, which was the Roman, is described as. being stronger than the 
preceding. As iron breaketh all other metals, and is more obdurate, so 
the Roman empire broke in pieces the formér kingdoms, and exhibited = 
more strength and durability than the preceding one. The legs, feet, §- | 
and toes‘of the image must certainly denote the Roman; fortherenever — 
was any. other nation. on earth that answered Daniel’s description but 
the Roman. . Indeed, he first describes it ag being very:strong, or,pow- 
but and divided; and y di- 
vided into ten different were anapeudl 
of the. image. The. Roman..empire: was. divided “tote 
oms, as .we.shall see 
ed much of the old Roman strength, and. it upon-everal 
occasiona,.so that ““ the kingdom. was partly. strong 
hen.” mingle themselves with. the seed of men-;” 
rit and. alliances, one. another, .as they do to hig ous 
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reckons thoton kingdoms thos in the ye 
was .by’Genseric king of the: 
second, the nsin Britain; third, the | 
diane in Pranbe the Wisi ho in th Fri 
Spain ;- sixth, the Suéves and Alahs in Gallicia ‘and Portugal} seventh, 
the Vandals i in Africa; eighth; the Alemanes in Gormady ninth; the | 
ths whom the Lon bards succeeded in Pannonia; and’ if ter- 
‘wards in Ituly ; tenth, the in the residue of the empire.” +° 
Bishop Lloyd exhibits the following list of the ten kingdoms with 
the time of their rise : First, Huns:ebout A. ‘D. 356; second;:the 
Ost 377; third, the Wisigoths’378;' fourth, the Franks :407 ; 
Vandals407; sixth, the Sueves‘and Alans 407; seventh;the Bur- 
aris 407 ; eighth, the Herules and Rugiens'476 ; ninth, the Saxons 


sa tenth, the Longobards began to reign in Hungary A. D. 526 — 


"were seated in the northern parts of Germany about tlie year 483. 


Sir Isaac Newton enumerates them‘thus: First, the kingdom of 
the Vandals and Alans in in and ‘Aftieay second, the kingdom of 
the Suevians in Spain; third, the kingdom: of the Visigothes fourth, 
the kingdom of the Alans in Gallia; fifth, ’ the kingdom of the Bur; 


diate; sixth, the kingdom of the Franks; seventh, the of 


Britons; eighth, the kingdom of the Huns }’ ninth, ‘the ingdom of 
the: Lombards ; tenth, the kingdom ‘of Ravenna.” 

Bishop Newton reckons up these kingdoms thus: “First, the senate 
of Rome, who revolted from: ‘the Greek emperors; and claimed ‘and 
exerted ‘the’privilege of choosing’a new western emperor ; second, of 
the Greeks‘in Ravenna; third, of the Tisebenee in Lombardy ; fourth, 
the Huns in Hungary; ‘fifth, of the ‘Alemanes in Germany; sixth, of 
the ‘Franks in France; seventh, of the Borgundians ‘fn Bur Burgundy ; 
eighth, of the'Goths in Spain; ninth, of the* of 
Saxons i in Britain” 

‘The few variations in these be ascribed to: the: great 
~ disorder of the times, one kingdom falling and another rising. _ And 
_ divided either by conquest or by ritance. Howegabe,as if 
of #en had been fate! in the ‘Roman‘dominions, it hath been 
‘taken notice of upon particular occasions. about‘A. D.. 1240, by 
“Eberard, bishop of Saltsburgh, in the diet at Ratisbon.' At the time 
‘of the Reformation they were-also ten. ‘So’ that’ the ‘Roman’ ‘empire 
was divided intoten in a manner first and last.” Although; names and 
' forms of government have been changed, yet it is evident'that the re- 
Most | ‘of these ten kingd in 
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DREAM. 
-fourth, the Roman: 


“After this saw in. ,thevmight: behold fourth 
exceedi Aa and it.hed 


the feet: 


oured and ‘brake in the residue with 
and it was from all the b beasts that were before 
and. it: had-ten horns.” (see Dan. vii.) We have already shown 
the divisions of reo 24) "And the and the angel interprets the “ ten 
horns” thus; ‘(verse 24) the tea horns out of this kingdom are 
ten kings that shall arise,’ or in. other words ten kingdoms. Single 
individuals: are not the subjects of this prophecy; but kingdoms. — 

John in his. Apocalypse is very plain upon this subjeet: “And 1 
saw a: beast rise up out of the sea having seven heads.and ten hérns, 


and upon his horns ten crowns.”-—Rev. xiii. 1. The angel interprets 


this in another place: “The seven heads are seven mountains ;” 
perhaps this alludes to the -various-elevated parts upon which the 
city of Rome was built...“ The'ten horns are ten kings,” or kin 


and the following. shows that they: were jn: the main to last till, or pear 


the time of the second coming of. Chie: “© These shall make war 
with the Lamb, and —_ lamb shall overcome them: for he is the 
Lord of: lords, and pre ( of kings; and they that are with himvare 
called, and. chosen, 

already said upon this. pest of the: subject,—for combthing of mpre 
importance is still ahead. 

“find im the: dayeef these kings (or kingdoms) shall the God 
heaven. set up.a which shall never be destroyed:s:and the 
kingdom shall not be left to-other people, but it shall. in. prt 
and consume.ali these kingdoms, and tt shall stand for ever. 
asmuth as:thou sawest the stone was cut out of the 


without hands, and that it brake in pieces the tron, the brass, the 


clay, ‘the silver, and the gold ; the great God hath made known. to 


force of prophecy: upon 
feet and toes of the great im 


the king what shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is cer- 
tain, und. the interpretation. thereof sure,” But few dispute, but 
what this alludesto the ecclesiastical kingdom of God; but the tit 


-when;it was. tocommence is; the point at issue. will be remem ed 


that the stone was .to smite’ ’s toes. or feet. first, Cominene 


tators, and the. divines have 
mencement at. the commeacement.of the Christiag era ; 
they:have ly tortured their thinking -pewers, betrayed their 


apparen 
and: exposed their consummate. ignorance of the inevitable 
this. subject... Nothing can be de 


the divisions of the;Roman empire—now the modern et a 
more plain th8n that this. stone, “eufout 
without hands,” was to strike she 400s-0f the image, When Ubrist came, 

of: | ys We-an- 


faithful.”—Rev. xvii. 14. But enough 
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‘Christian era. Very good, there is‘but one kingdem of God; but we 
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‘up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed.” says one, perheps 
this stone commenced rolling at the ne Christ, but has not 
yet subdued»these kingdoms. We answer, that this kingdom is not 


to be left to other people, or in other words it shall not be‘overcome; 
but when we examine the organization of the kingdom:of God in the 
days of the apostles, and put it in juxtaposition with those of the 
Catholic, and Protestant denominations, we discover that the#latter 
is quite different from the former; and as there can be no regular 
succession of authority traced from: the apostles to the present time, 
we are led to conclude that the rolling of this stone is a latter-day 
work. Daniel while speaking of these kingdoms says, he saw.a little 
horn, which no doubt alludes to popery, that made war with the saints, 
and prevailed against them; “and shall wear out the saints of the Most | 
High, and think to change times and laws, &c.” John says, that 
power was given to the beast to make war with the saints, and to over- 
come them. Isaiah says, that “they have transgressed the law, 
changed the ordinance, and broken the everlasting covenant.” These 


‘with many other passages prove to a demonstration that there 
“was tu be a great falling away, and disorganization of the church: af- 
/ ter the days of the apostles. But this kingdom that Daniel describes 
“was. never” to be destroyed; or overcome. -However, we do not 


wish to be understood that this kingdom represented by the stone, is to 
be entirely different from the one of the days of the apostles, in its . 
form, government, and:laws; but in one senseof the word a renewal © 
of that'one. But says the objector, there is but one kingdom of God: 
therefore, it certainly must have commenced at the beginning of the 


might say with equal propriety that it commenced in the days of Abra- 


‘ham, or Moses: for according to the scriptures the gospel was preached 


to Abraham, and also to the children of.Israel in the wilderness. Daniel — 


oe most unquestionably in speaking of this kingdom, did ‘not allude to the 


sameness or uniformity of its. laws in all-ages of the world ; but to the 
time when-God should organize it anew, ‘and prepare the way for his 


second coming. Daniel did not say that this‘kingdom should be entirely 
new; but only: “ Jn the days of these kings the Godof heaven shall set 


up a kingdom.” Ifit is termed new, it-is for this reason, that on every 
occasion when God-has reorganized his kingdom, he has brought forth 
something new as an appendage, not to change or unlawfally ‘add to - 
the law, or gospel of Christ. For instance, in the last days God has — 


- given revelation, and -comimandments: concerning: ‘the gathering’ of 


Israet-and the building of Zion; &c. These commandments wete not 


-Again, it is said; that this kingdom, or stoné should: beat fine the 


iron, clay, brass, silver, and the: gold; and some have supposed that it | 
cannot be a latter-day work betause the four great empired* were: to 

be-beat fine, and completely ‘exterminated, or to use the scripture 
phrase * blown to the four winds like the chaff of the summer thresh- 
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ing fleor” but they have been destroyed ‘many hundred years. Three: 
empires destroyed: prior to the appearance of 
Christ: then admitting for the present that the stone commenced roll- - 


e 


viet: us:go-back and take another view of the great empires. The 
Bébylonian.empire was, as'‘we have before mentioned, conquered, and 
overthrown by the Medes and: Persians; but this is not saying that 
every fragment of it was entirely annihilated. For instance, if the'city 
of Philadelphia: should be taken by an enemy and in a great measure 
destroyed,. and then should be rebuilt by another people, and some of 
the old materials'used, and it should be called by another name, and go- 
verned by different laws, it could not be said that there were none of 


ing *in:the days of the apostles, how could it even then break in pieces _ 


the fragments left to be perpetuated. Indeed, would we not use a 


proper term to say that it was remodeled over, or transformed into 
another city? The Babylonianempire was remodeled, or transformed 
into:the Medo-Persian. In Medo-Persian was trans- 
formed into the Macedonian, and the Macedonian into the Roman. 
But there is something different in the fate of the Roman than the 
preceding. When the imperial power was weakened by the barba- 
rous nations, within its dominions, ten kingdoms sprung up: some by” 
inheritance others by co Thus one kingdom was transformed 
into another from the: Babylonian down to the various kingdoms’ of 


Europe. - Hence, when we take all things into consideration, we dis-_ 


cover it may be said- with a degree of propriety that*when:.the’ 


stone cut out without hands commences to roll, and increases its ve- 


locity; it will beat fine,.or do away the iron, the brazen, the silver and 
the;golden empires; or more properly their:descendants : for indeed, 
there:has been.a@ great amalgamation of all these empires. . Thus when 
the stone smites the mighty image upon his feet’nations will begin to 
tremble, and kingdoms and empires shall come to nought or fall to 
ruin beneath its universal prevalence—and .it will roll forth till the 


_. knowledge of God covers the earth as the waters cover the sea, and 


~~ until all the works of men, that are opposed to the OTS of righteous- 
ness, are done away, and the kingdoms of this world become the king- 
dom of Christ. | 
_ «Again, the fact that this stone was not to smite:the image upon his 
 head,-first; but upon the toes is evidence in favour of the work of 
God:¢ommencing in the western part of the earth from Asia. These 
empires 5 carmel the image commenced in Asia, and have 
reached to E » and may we not say in a measure to América: 
for i » the European = to America are princi 
dants of the ten kingdoms of Europe. Many of logical wri- 
ters of both Europe and America, admit this. Surely this kingdom 
represented: by the stone perfectly harmonizes with thé predictions of 
— concerning the enstgn that was to be reared upon this 
» that we have before mentioned. Thus according to the dream 


ly descen- . 
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